
Four Deaths that could have changed 
Christianity Forever 

 

 Four different men, from four different eras, all played a huge role in 
Christianity.  What if any one of them was killed?  How would this 
change or alter Christianity as we know it? 

 

1. MOSES: - Exodus 1: 15-19 – Command to the Midwives. 

The king of Egypt told the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was called Shiphrah and the other 
Puah, “When you act as midwives for the Hebrew women, look on the birthstool: if it is a 
boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she may live.” The midwives, however, feared God; they did 
not do as the king of Egypt had ordered them, but let the boys live. So the king of Egypt 
summoned the midwives and asked them, “Why have you done this, allowing the boys to live?” 
The midwives answered Pharaoh, “The Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women. They 
are robust and give birth before the midwife arrives.”  

Exodus 2:1-10 – Birth and Adoption of Moses. 
Now a man of the house of Levi married a Levite woman, and the woman conceived and bore a 
son. Seeing what a fine child he was, she hid him for three months. But when she could no 
longer hide him, she took a papyrus basket, daubed it with bitumen and pitch, and putting 
the child in it, placed it among the reeds on the bank of the Nile. His sister stationed herself 
at a distance to find out what would happen to him. Then Pharaoh’s daughter came down to 
bathe at the Nile, while her attendants walked along the bank of the Nile. Noticing the basket 
among the reeds, she sent her handmaid to fetch it. On opening it, she looked, and there was a 
baby boy crying! She was moved with pity for him and said, “It is one of the Hebrews’ 
children.” Then his sister asked Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and summon a Hebrew woman 
to nurse the child for you?” Pharaoh’s daughter answered her, “Go.” So the young woman went 
and called the child’s own mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse 
him for me, and I will pay your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed him. When 
the child grew, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. She named 
him Moses; for she said, “I drew him out of the water.” 

Deuteronomy 18:15-19 
A prophet like me will the LORD, your God, raise up for you from among your own kindred; 
that is the one to whom you shall listen. … And the LORD said to me, What they have said is 
good. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their kindred, and will put my 
words into the mouth of the prophet; the prophet shall tell them all that I command. 
Anyone who will not listen to my words which the prophet speaks in my name, I myself will 
hold accountable for it.  



2. JESUS: 
 Any similarities between Moses’ & Jesus’ births and danger at an early age? 

Matthew 2:1-12 – The Visit of the Magi.  
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod, behold, magi from the 
east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his 
star at its rising and have come to do him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was 
greatly troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. Assembling all the chief priests and the scribes of 
the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They said to him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it has been written through the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, land 
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; since from you shall come a ruler, 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod called the magi secretly and ascertained from 
them the time of the star’s appearance. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search 
diligently for the child. When you have found him, bring me word, that I too may go and 
do him homage.” After their audience with the king they set out. And behold, the star that they 
had seen at its rising preceded them, until it came and stopped over the place where the child 
was. They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the house they saw the child with 
Mary his mother. They prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then they opened their 
treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they departed for their country by another way. 

Matthew 2:13-15 – The Flight to Egypt. 

When they had departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 
“Rise, take the child and his mother, flee to Egypt,* and stay there until I tell you. Herod is 
going to search for the child to destroy him.” Joseph rose and took the child and his mother by 
night and departed for Egypt. He stayed there until the death of Herod, that what the Lord had 
said through the prophet might be fulfilled, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”  

Matthew 2:16-18 – The Massacre of the Infants. 
When Herod realized that he had been deceived by the magi, he became furious. He ordered the 
massacre of all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity two years old and under, in 
accordance with the time he had ascertained from the magi. Then was fulfilled what had 
been said through Jeremiah the prophet: “A voice was heard in Ramah, sobbing and loud 
lamentation; Rachel weeping for her children, and she would not be consoled, since they were no 
more.”  

 Moses can be seen as a prefigure of Jesus Christ, especially by first looking 
at the events of both upon their births.  The parallels between the two are 
unmistakable.  

It’s amazing to note that in the case of both Herod and Pharaoh, God can even use those who 
are hard-hearted enemies of his to fulfill his plan to bless the world.  In both cases, 
a king’s jealousy for his own power nearly caused the savior of Israel to be killed as an 
infant. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/2#48002013-2


We will now look into the parallels between the births of the saver of Israel (Moses) and the 
savior of Israel (Jesus).  In both cases, baby Moses and baby Jesus, God protected them from 
those who sought to end their life.  

 Hosea 11:1 – The Disappointment of a Parent 

When Israel was a child I loved him, out of Egypt I called my son.  

 The prophecy of Hosea also shows this connection.  God called his son out 
of Egypt, both when Moses led Israel through the Red Sea and when Jesus 
came out of Egypt after the death of Herod.  Again, another example of 
Moses being a prefigure of the Messiah. 

 

 
 

 



3. DAVID: 
1 Samuel 18:6-12 – Saul’s Jealousy.  
At the approach of Saul and David, on David’s return after striking down the Philistine, women 
came out from all the cities of Israel to meet Saul the king, singing and dancing, with 
tambourines, joyful songs, and stringed instruments. The women played and sang:  
“Saul has slain his thousands, David his tens of thousands.” Saul was very angry and 
resentful of the song, for he thought: “They give David tens of thousands, but only thousands to 
me. All that remains for him is the kingship.” From that day on, Saul kept a jealous eye on 
David. The next day an evil spirit from God rushed upon Saul, and he raged in his house. David 
was in attendance, playing the harp as at other times, while Saul was holding his spear. Saul 
poised the spear, thinking, “I will nail David to the wall!” But twice David escaped him. Saul 
then began to fear David because the LORD was with him but had turned away from Saul.  
 

1 Samuel 23:25-28 – Escape from Saul.  

When Saul and his men came looking for him, David got word of it and went down to the gorge 
in the wilderness below Maon. Saul heard of this and pursued David into the wilderness below 
Maon. As Saul moved along one side of the gorge, David and his men took to the other. 
David was anxious to escape Saul, while Saul and his men were trying to outflank David and his 
men in order to capture them. Then a messenger came to Saul, saying, “Come quickly, because 
the Philistines have invaded the land.” Saul interrupted his pursuit of David and went to meet the 
Philistines. This is how that place came to be called the Rock of Divisions.  
 

 



4. JOASH: 
 

 God works in mysterious ways. This was true for the boy-king Joash of the 
royal line of Judah. Joash survived a massacre by avoiding off a wicked plot 
that would have brought the Davidic throne to extinction. 

Joash came from a line of wicked people in the Davidic family line. Joash’s murderous 
grandmother, Athaliah was the daughter of the infamous Israelite couple, King Ahab and 
Jezebel.  

 King Ahab & Jezebel summation. 
Athaliah married King Joram, son of Judah’s King Jehoshaphat. Joram “did evil in the sight of 
the Lord” (2 Chronicles 21:6). When he died, Scripture says it was “to no one’s sorrow” (2 
Chronicles 21:20). 

After the king’s death, their son Ahaziah became king, but his evil mother Athaliah 
remained his evil adviser. Ahaziah died after a short reign, leaving no one in the immediate 
royal family left to take the throne. The Queen Mother Athaliah decided to get rid of the 
entire royal line and take the crown herself.  She thought she had slaughtered all the royal 
heirs.  Athaliah’s bloody massacre missed one. The infant Joash remained the only living 
descendant of David. While Athaliah was in the act of killing her own grandsons, Jehosheba, a 
half-sister of Ahaziah, hid Joash and his nurse in a bedroom. This was another way of how 
God worked in mysterious ways to preserve David’s throne. 

Jehosheba’s husband was Jehoida, the High-Priest. Together they hid the child and his nurse 
for six years in the temple. Athaliah reigned as queen for those six years.   

When the right time came in Joash’s seventh year, Jehoida the High-Priest, organized a coup. 
Captains and their soldiers, and guards, provided security. The priest gave the captains the spears 
and shields that had belonged to King David. They formed a ring all around the young king 
Joash and put the royal crown on him. They gave him the copy of the law which was to remain a 
guide for him as ruler, clapped their hands, and shouted, “Long live the king!” 

When Athaliah heard the ruckus and saw the king standing by a pillar in the temple, she cried 
out, “Treason! Treason!” Officers of the army took her away and killed her.  

For as long as Jehoiada lived, he continued to instruct and mentor Joash. As the boy grew into 
king and under Jehoiada’s guidance, he did what was right. 

During the reign of his grandmother, Athaliah, temple items were stolen for Baal worship. Lack 
of maintenance caused the temple to fall into disrepair. Joash established a voluntary donation 
system which provided abundantly for the necessary restoration. 

His greatest achievement as king was repairing the temple. 

 

 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/2-chronicles/21-6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/2-chronicles/21-20.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/2-chronicles/21-20.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/encyclopedias/isbe/jehoash-joash.html


King Ahab & Jezebel 

 

 

 

Athaliah, their daughter 

 

 

 

Athaliah marries King Joram–son of Judah’s King Jehoshaphat (Davidic Line) 

 

 

 

Ahaziah (son), reigns for a short period, with Athaliah as the King’s advisor 

 

 

 

Ahaziah dies after a short reign also, so Athaliah kills off all of Ahaziah’s 
siblings, her grandchildren, to claim the royal line of David, so she thought… 

 

 

 

The infant Joash stayed & hid with his nurse for 6 years by Jehosheba, 
Athaliah’s half-sister.  Jehosheba’s husband was Jehoida, the High-Priest. 

Lessons from Today 
 Influences in our lives matter.  
 Don’t listen to bad advice.  
 Accept godly intervention. 
 Idolatry never pleases God.  
 Leaving a door open to evil is never a good idea.  
 We have choices.  
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